
R859.  Sports Authority (Utah), Pete Suazo Utah Ath letic 
Commission.  
R859-1.  Pete Suazo Utah Athletic Commission Act Ru le.  
R859-1-101.  Title.  
 This Rule is known as the "Pete Suazo Utah Athleti c 
Commission Act Rule." 
 
R859-1-102.  Definitions.  
 In addition to the definitions in Title 63C, Chapt er 11, the 
following definitions are adopted for the purpose o f this Rule: 
 (1)  "Boxing" means the sport of attack and defens e using the 
fist, covered by an approved boxing glove. 
 (2)  "Designated Commission member" means a member  of the 
Commission designated as supervisor for a contest a nd responsible 
for the conduct of a contest, as assisted by other Commission 
members, Commission personnel, and others, as neces sary and 
requested by the designated Commission member. 
 (3)  "Drug" means a controlled substance, as defin ed in Title 
58, Chapter 37, Utah Controlled Substances Act, or alcohol. 
 (4)  "Elimination Tournament" means a contest invo lving 
unarmed combat in which contestants compete in a se ries of matches 
until not more than one contestant remains in any w eight category. 
 (5)  "Mandatory count of eight" means a required c ount of 
eight that is given by the referee of a boxing cont est to a 
contestant who has been knocked down. 
 (6)  "Unprofessional conduct" is as defined in Sub section 
63C-11-302(25), and is defined further to include t he following: 
 (a)  as a promoter, failing to promptly inform the  Commission 
of all matters relating to the contest; 
 (b)  as a promoter, substituting a contestant in t he 24 hours 
immediately preceding the scheduled contest without  approval of 
the Commission; 
 (c)  violating the rules for conduct of contests; 
 (d)  testing positive for drugs or alcohol in a ra ndom body 
fluid screen before or after participation in any c ontest; 
 (e)  testing positive for HIV; 
 (f)  failing or refusing to comply with a valid or der of the 
Commission or a representative of the Commission; a nd 
 (g)  for a promoter and a contestant, entering int o a secret 
contract that contradicts the terms of the contract (s) filed with 
the Commission. 
 
R859-1-201.  Authority - Purpose.  
 The Commission adopts this Rule under the authorit y of 
Subsection 63C-11-304(1)(b), to enable the Commissi on to 
administer Title 63C, Chapter 11, of the Utah Code.  
 
R859-1-202.  Scope and Organization.  
 Pursuant to Title 63C, Chapter 11, general provisi ons 
codified in Sections R859-1-101 through R859-1-512 apply to all 
contests or exhibitions of "unarmed combat," as tha t term is 
defined in Subsection 63C-11-302(23).  The provisio ns of Sections 
R859-1-601 through R859-1-623 shall apply only to c ontests of 



boxing, as defined in Subsection R859-1-102(1).  Th e provisions of 
Sections R859-1-701 through R859-1-702 shall apply only to 
elimination tournaments, as defined in R859-1-102(4 ).  The 
provisions of Section R859-1-801 shall apply only t o martial arts 
contest and exhibitions.  The provisions of Section s R859-1-901 
through R859-1-904 shall apply only to grants for a mateur boxing. 
 
R859-1-301.  Qualifications for Licensure.  
 (1)  In accordance with Section 63C-11-308, a lice nse is 
required for a person to act as or to represent tha t the person is 
a promoter, manager, contestant, second, referee, o r judge. 
 (2)  A licensed manager shall not hold a license a s a referee 
or judge. 
 (3)  A promoter shall not hold a license as a refe ree, judge, 
or contestant. 
 
R859-1-302.  Renewal Cycle - Procedure.  
 (1)  In accordance with the authority granted in S ection 63C-
11-309, the renewal date for licenses issued by the  Commission 
shall be December 31st of even-numbered years. 
 (2)  Expiration of licensure due to failure to ren ew in 
accordance with this Section is not an adjudicative  proceeding 
under Title 63, Chapter 46b, Administrative Procedu res Act. 
 (3)(a)  The Commission shall notify each licensee that the 
licensee's license is due for renewal and that unle ss an 
application for renewal is received by the Commissi on by the 
expiration date shown on the license, together with  the 
appropriate renewal fee and documentation showing c ompletion of or 
compliance with renewal qualifications, the license  will not be 
renewed. 
 (b)  The application procedures and requirements s pecified in 
Section 63C-11-308 apply to renewals. 
 (4)(a)  A renewed license shall be issued to appli cants who 
submit a complete application, unless it is apparen t to the 
Commission that the applicant no longer meets the q ualifications 
for continued licensure. 
 (b)  The Commission may evaluate or verify documen tation 
showing completion of or compliance with renewal re quirements.  If 
necessary, the Commission may complete its evaluati on or 
verification subsequent to renewal and, if appropri ate, pursue 
action to suspend or revoke the license of a licens ee who no 
longer meets the qualifications for continued licen sure. 
 (5)  Any license that is not renewed may be reinst ated at any 
time within two years after nonrenewal upon submiss ion of an 
application for reinstatement, payment of the renew al fee together 
with the reinstatement fee determined by the Depart ment under 
Section 63-38-3.2, and upon submission of documenta tion showing 
completion of or compliance with renewal qualificat ions. 
 (6)  If not reinstated within two years, the holde r may 
obtain a license only if he meets the requirements for a new 
license. 
 
R859-1-401.  Designation of Adjudicative Proceeding s.  



 (1)  Formal Adjudicative Proceedings.  The followi ng 
proceedings before the Commission are designated as  formal 
adjudicative proceedings: 
 (a)  any action to revoke, suspend, restrict, plac e on 
probation or enter a reprimand as to a license; 
 (b)  approval or denial of applications for renewa l of a 
license; 
 (c)  any proceedings conducted subsequent to the i ssuance of 
a cease and desist order; and 
 (d)  the withholding of a purse by the Commission pursuant to 
Subsection 63C-11-321(3). 
 (2)  Informal Adjudicative Proceedings.  The follo wing 
proceedings before the Commission are designated as  informal 
adjudicative proceedings: 
 (a)  approval or denial of applications for initia l 
licensure; 
 (b)  approval or denial of applications for reinst atement of 
a license; and 
 (c)  protests against the results of a match. 
 (3)  Any other adjudicative proceeding before the Commission 
not specifically listed in Subsections (1) and (2) above, is 
designated as an informal adjudicative proceeding. 
 
R859-1-402.  Adjudicative Proceedings in General.  
 (1)  The procedures for formal adjudicative procee dings are 
set forth in Sections 63-46b-6 through 63-46b-10; a nd this Rule. 
 (2)  The procedures for informal adjudicative proc eedings are 
set forth in Section 63-46b-5; and this Rule. 
 (3)  No evidentiary hearings shall be held in info rmal 
adjudicative proceedings before the Commission with  the exception 
of protests against the results of a match in which  an evidentiary 
hearing is permissible if timely requested.  Any re quest for a 
hearing with respect to a protest of match results shall comply 
with the requirements of Section R859-1-404. 
 (4)  Unless otherwise specified by the Commission,  an 
administrative law judge shall be designated as the  presiding 
officer to conduct any hearings in adjudicative pro ceedings before 
the Commission and thus rule on evidentiary issues and matters of 
law or procedure. 
 (5)  The Commission shall be designated as the sol e presiding 
officer in any adjudicative proceeding where no evi dentiary 
hearing is conducted.  The Commission shall be desi gnated as the 
presiding officer to serve as the fact finder at ev identiary 
hearings. 
 (6)  A majority vote of the Commission shall const itute its 
decision.  Orders of the Commission shall be issued  in accordance 
with Section 63-46b-10 for formal adjudicative proc eedings, 
Subsection 63-46b-5(1)(i) for informal adjudicative  proceedings, 
and shall be signed by the Director or, in his or h er absence, by 
the Chair of the Commission. 
 
R859-1-403.  Additional Procedures for Immediate Li cense 
Suspension.  



 (1)  In accordance with Subsection 63C-11-310(7), the 
designated Commission member may issue an order imm ediately 
suspending the license of a licensee upon a finding  that the 
licensee presents an immediate and significant dang er to the 
licensee, other licensees, or the public. 
 (2)  The suspension shall be at such time and for such period 
as the Commission believes is necessary to protect the health, 
safety, and welfare of the licensee, other licensee s, or the 
public. 
 (3)  A licensee whose license has been immediately  suspended 
may, within 30 days after the decision of the desig nated 
Commission member, challenge the suspension by subm itting a 
written request for a hearing.  The Commission shal l convene the 
hearing as soon as is reasonably practical but not later than 20 
days from the receipt of the written request, unles s the 
Commission and the party requesting the hearing agr ee to conduct 
the hearing at a later date. 
 
R859-1-404.  Evidentiary Hearings in Informal Adjud icative 
Proceedings.  
 (1)  A request for an evidentiary hearing in an in formal 
adjudicative proceeding shall be submitted in writi ng no later 
than 20 days following the issuance of the Commissi on's notice of 
agency action if the proceeding was initiated by th e Commission, 
or together with the request for agency action, if the proceeding 
was not initiated by the Commission, in accordance with the 
requirements set forth in the Utah Administrative P rocedures Act, 
Title 63, Chapter 46b. 
 (2)  Unless otherwise agreed upon by the parties, no 
evidentiary hearing shall be held in an informal ad judicative 
proceeding unless timely notice of the hearing has been served 
upon the parties as required by Subsection 63-46b-5 (1)(d).  Timely 
notice means service of a Notice of Hearing upon al l parties no 
later than ten days prior to any scheduled evidenti ary hearing. 
 (3)  Parties shall be permitted to testify, presen t evidence, 
and comment on the issues at an evidentiary hearing  in an informal 
adjudicative proceeding. 
 
R859-1-405.  Reconsideration and Judicial Review.  
 Agency review is not available as to any order or decision 
entered by the Commission.  However, any person agg rieved by an 
adverse determination by the Commission may either seek 
reconsideration of the order pursuant to Section 63 -46b-13 of the 
Utah Administrative Procedures Act or seek judicial  review of the 
order pursuant to Sections 63-46b-14 through 63-46b -17. 
 
R859-1-501.  Promoter's Responsibility in Arranging  Contests-
Permit Fee, Bond, Restrictions.  
 (1)  Before a licensed promoter may hold a contest  or single 
contest as part of a single promotion, the promoter  shall file 
with the Commission an application for a permit to hold the 
contest not less than 15 days before the date of th e proposed 
contest, or not less than seven days for televised contests. 



 (2)  The application shall include the date, time,  and place 
of the contest as well as information concerning th e on-site 
emergency facilities, personnel, and transportation . 
 (3)  The permit application must be accompanied by  a contest 
registration fee determined by the Department under  Section 63-38-
32. 
 (4)  Before a permit to hold a contest is granted,  the 
promoter shall post a surety bond with the Commissi on in the 
amount of $10,000. 
 (5)  Prior to the scheduled time of the contest, t he promoter 
shall have available for inspection the completed p hysical 
facilities which will be used directly or indirectl y for the 
contest.  The designated Commission member shall in spect the 
facilities in the presence of the promoter or the p romoter's 
authorized representative, and all deficiencies cit ed upon 
inspection shall be corrected before the contest. 
 (6)  A promoter shall be responsible for verifying  the 
identity, ring record, and suspensions of each cont estant.  A 
promoter shall be held responsible for the accuracy  of the names 
and records of each of the participating contestant s in all 
publicity or promotional material. 
 (7)  A promoter shall be held responsible for a co ntest in 
which one of the contestants is disproportionately outclassed. 
 (8)  Before a contest begins, the promoter shall g ive the 
designated Commission member the money for payment of contestants, 
referees, judges, and the attending physician.  The  designated 
Commission member shall pay each contestant, refere e, judge, and 
physician in the presence of one witness. 
 (9)  At the time of a boxing contest weigh-in, the  promoter 
of a contest shall provide evidence of health insur ance pursuant 
to Public Law 104272, "The Professional Boxing Safe ty Act of 
1996." 
 
R859-1-502.  Ringside Equipment.  
 (1)  Each promoter shall provide all of the follow ing: 
 (a)  a sufficient number of buckets for use by the  
contestants; 
 (b)  stools for use by the seconds; 
 (c)  rubber gloves for use by the referees, second s, ringside 
physicians, and Commission representatives; 
 (d)  a stretcher, which shall be available near th e ring and 
near the ringside physician; 
 (e)  a portable resuscitator with oxygen; 
 (f)  an ambulance with attendants on site at all t imes when 
contestants are competing.  Arrangements shall be m ade for a 
replacement ambulance if the first ambulance is req uired to 
transport a contestant for medical treatment.  The location of the 
ambulance and the arrangements for the substitute a mbulance 
service shall be communicated to the physician; 
 (g)  seats at ringside for the assigned officials;  
 (h)  seats at ringside for the designated Commissi on member; 
 (i)  scales for weigh-ins, which the Commission sh all require 
to be certified; 



 (j)  a gong; 
 (k)  a public address system; 
 (l)  a separate dressing room for each sex, if con testants of 
both sexes are participating; 
 (m)  a separate room for physical examinations; 
 (n)  a separate dressing room shall be provided fo r 
officials, unless the physical arrangements of the contest site 
make an additional dressing room impossible; 
 (o)  adequate security personnel; and 
 (p)  sufficient bout sheets for ring officials and  the 
designated Commission member. 
 (2)  A promoter shall only hold contests in facili ties that 
conform to the laws, ordinances, and regulations re gulating the 
city, town, or village where the bouts are situated . 
 (3)  Restrooms shall not be used as dressing rooms  and for 
physical examinations and weigh-ins. 
 
R859-1-503.  Contracts.  
 (1)  Pursuant to Section 63C-11-320, a copy of the  contract 
between a promoter and a contestant shall be filed with the 
Commission before a contest begins.  The contract t hat is filed 
with the Commission shall embody all agreements bet ween the 
parties. 
 (2)  A contestant's manager may sign a contract on  behalf of 
the contestant.  If a contestant does not have a li censed manager, 
the contestant shall sign the contract. 
 (3)  A contestant shall use his own legal name to sign a 
contract.  However, a contestant who is licensed un der another 
name may sign the contract using his licensed name if the 
contestant's legal name appears in the body of the contract as the 
name under which the contestant is legally known. 
 (4)  The contract between a promoter and a contest ant shall 
be for the use of the contestant's skills in a cont est and shall 
not require the contestant to sell tickets in order  to be paid for 
his services. 
 
R859-1-504.  Complimentary Tickets.  
 (1)  Limitation on issuance, calculation of price,  and 
service charge for payment to contestant working on  percentage 
basis. 
 (a)  A promoter may not issue complimentary ticket s for more 
than 4 percent of the seats in the house without th e Commission's 
written authorization.  The Commission shall not co nsider 
complimentary tickets which it authorizes under thi s Section to 
constitute part of the total gross receipts from ad mission fees 
for the purposes of calculating the license fee pre scribed in 
Subsection 63C-11-311(1). 
 (b)  If complimentary tickets are issued for more than 4 
percent of the seats in the house, each contestant who is working 
on a percentage basis shall be paid a percentage of  the normal 
price of all complimentary tickets in excess of 4 p ercent of the 
seats in the house, unless the contract between the  contestant and 
the promoter provides otherwise and stipulates the number of 



complimentary tickets which will be issued.  In add ition, if a 
service fee is charged for complimentary tickets, t he contestant 
is entitled to be paid a percentage of that service  fee, less any 
deduction for federal taxes and fees. 
 (c)  Pursuant to Subsection 63C-11-311(3)(a) a pro moter shall 
file, within 10 days after the contest, a report in dicating how 
many complimentary tickets the promoter issued and the value of 
those tickets. 
 (2)  Complimentary ticket and tickets at reduced r ate, 
persons entitled or allowed to receive such tickets , duties of 
promoter, disciplinary action, fees and taxes. 
 (a)  Each promoter shall provide tickets without c harge to 
the following persons who shall not be liable for t he payment of 
any fees for those tickets: 
 (i)  the Commission members, Director and represen tatives; 
 (ii)  principals and seconds who are engaged in a contest or 
exhibition which is part of the program of unarmed combat; and 
 (iii)  holders of lifetime passes issued by the Co mmission. 
 (b)  Each promoter may provide tickets without cha rge or at a 
reduced rate to the following persons who shall be liable for 
payment of applicable fees on the reduced amount pa id, unless the 
person is a journalist, police officer or fireman a s provided in 
this Subsection: 
 (i)  Any of the promoter's employees, and if the p romoter is 
a corporation, to a director or officer who is regu larly employed 
or engaged in promoting programs of unarmed combat,  regardless of 
whether the director or officer's duties require ad mission to the 
particular program and regardless of whether the di rector or 
officer is on duty at the time of that program; 
 (ii)  Employees of the Commission; 
 (iii)  A journalist who is performing a journalist 's duties; 
and 
 (iv)  A fireman or police officer that is performi ng the 
duties of a fireman or police officer. 
 (c)  Each promoter shall perform the following dut ies in 
relation to the issuance of complimentary tickets o r those issued 
at a reduced price: 
 (i)  Each ticket issued to a journalist shall be c learly 
marked "PRESS."  No more tickets may be issued to j ournalists than 
will permit comfortable seating in the press area; 
 (ii)  Seating at the press tables or in the press area must 
be limited to journalists who are actually covering  the contest or 
exhibition and to other persons designated by the C ommission; 
 (iii)  A list of passes issued to journalists shal l be 
submitted to the Commission prior to the contest or  exhibition; 
 (iv)  Only one ticket may be sold at a reduced pri ce to any 
manager, second, contestant or other person license d by the 
Commission; 
 (v)  Any credential issued by the promoter which a llows an 
admission to the program without a ticket, shall be  approved in 
advance by a member of the Commission or the Direct or.  Request 
for the issuance of such credentials shall be made at least 5 
hours before the first contest or exhibition of the  program. 



 (d)  Admission of any person who does not hold a t icket or 
who is not specifically exempted pursuant to this S ection is 
grounds for suspension or revocation of the promote r's license or 
for the assessment of a penalty. 
 (e)  The Commission shall collect all fees and tax es due on 
any ticket that is not specifically exempt pursuant  to this 
Section, and for any person who is admitted without  a ticket in 
violation of this Section. 
 (3)  Reservation of area for use by Commission.  F or every 
program of unarmed combat, the promoter of the prog ram shall 
reserve seats at ringside for use by the designated  Commission 
member and Commission representatives. 
 
R859-1-505.  Physical Examination - Physician.  
 (1)  Not less than one hour before a contest, each  contestant 
shall be given a medical examination by a physician  who is 
appointed by the designated Commission member.  The  examination 
shall include a detailed medical history and a phys ical 
examination of all of the following: 
 (a)  eyes; 
 (b)  teeth; 
 (c)  jaw; 
 (d)  neck; 
 (e)  chest; 
 (f)  ears; 
 (g)  nose; 
 (h)  throat; 
 (i)  skin; 
 (j)  scalp; 
 (k)  head; 
 (l)  abdomen; 
 (m)  cardiopulmonary status; 
 (n)  neurological, musculature, and skeletal syste ms; 
 (o)  pelvis; and 
 (p)  the presence of controlled substances in the body. 
 (2)  If after the examination the physician determ ines that a 
contestant is unfit for competition, the physician shall notify 
the Commission of this determination, and the Commi ssion shall 
prohibit the contestant from competing. 
 (3)  The physician shall provide a written certifi cation of 
those contestants who are in good physical conditio n to compete. 
 (4)  Before a bout, a female contestant shall prov ide the 
ringside physician with the results of a pregnancy test performed 
on the contestant within the previous 14 days.  If the results of 
the pregnancy test are positive, the physician shal l notify the 
Commission, and the Commission shall prohibit the c ontestant from 
competing. 
 (5)  A female contestant with breast implants shal l be denied 
a license. 
 (6)  A contestant who has had cardiac surgery shal l not be 
issued a license unless he is certified as fit to c ompete by a 
cardiovascular surgeon. 
 (7)  A contest shall not begin until a physician a nd an 



attended ambulance are present.  The physician shal l not leave 
until the decision in the final contest has been an nounced and all 
injured contestants have been attended to. 
 (8)  The contest shall not begin until the physici an is 
seated at ringside.  The physician shall remain at that location 
for the entire fight, unless it is necessary for th e physician to 
attend to a contestant. 
 
R859-1-506.  Drug Tests.  
 In accordance with Section 63C-11-317, the followi ng shall 
apply to drug testing: 
 (1)  At the request of the Commission, the designa ted 
Commission member, or the ringside physician, a con testant or 
assigned official shall submit to a test of body fl uids to 
determine the presence of drugs.  The promoter shal l be 
responsible for any costs of testing. 
 (2)  If the test results in a finding of the prese nce of a 
drug or if the contestant or assigned official is u nable or 
unwilling to provide a sample of body fluids for su ch a test, the 
Commission may take one or more of the following ac tions: 
 (a)  immediately suspend the contestant's or assig ned 
official's license in accordance with Section R859- 1-403; 
 (b)  stop the contest in accordance with Subsectio n 63C-11-
316(2); 
 (c)  initiate other appropriate licensure action i n 
accordance with Section 63C-11-310; or 
 (d)  withhold the contestant's purse in accordance  with 
Subsection 63C-11-321. 
 (3)  A contestant who is disciplined pursuant to t he 
provisions of this Rule and who was the winner of a  contest shall 
be disqualified and the decision of the contest sha ll be changed 
to "no contest." 
 
R859-1-507.  HIV Testing.  
 In accordance with Section 63C-11-317, contestants  shall 
produce evidence of a clear test for HIV as a condi tion to 
participation in a contest as follows: 
 (1)  All contestants shall provide evidence in the  form of a 
competent laboratory examination certificate verify ing that the 
contestant is HIV negative at the time of the weigh -in. 
 (2)  The examination certificate shall certify tha t the HIV 
test was completed within 180 days prior to the con test. 
 (3)  Any contestant whose HIV test is positive sha ll be 
prohibited from participating in a contest. 
 
R859-1-508.  Contestant Use or Administration of An y Substance.  
 (1)  The use or administration of drugs, stimulant s, or non-
prescription preparations by or to a contestant dur ing a contest 
is prohibited, except as provided by this Rule. 
 (2)  The giving of substances other than water to a 
contestant during the course of the contest is proh ibited. 
 (3)  The discretional use of petroleum jelly may b e allowed, 
as determined by the referee. 



 (4)  The discretional use of coagulants, adrenalin  1/1000, 
avetine, and thrombin, as approved by the Commissio n, may be 
allowed between rounds to stop the bleeding of mino r cuts and 
lacerations sustained by a contestant.  The use of monsel 
solution, silver nitrate, "new skin," flex collodio n, or 
substances having an iron base is prohibited, and t he use of any 
such substance by a contestant is cause for immedia te 
disqualification. 
 (5)  The ringside physician shall monitor the use and 
application of any foreign substances administered to a contestant 
before or during a contest and shall confiscate any  suspicious 
foreign substance for possible laboratory analysis,  the results of 
which shall be forwarded to the Commission. 
 
R859-1-509.  Weighing-In.  
 (1)  Unless otherwise approved by the Commission f or a 
specific contest, the weigh-in shall occur not less  than six nor 
more than 24 hours before the start of a contest.  The designated 
Commission member or authorized Commission represen tative(s), 
shall weigh-in each contestant in the presence of o ther 
contestants. 
 (2)  Contestants shall be licensed at the time the y are 
weighed-in. 
 (3)  Only those contestants who have been previous ly approved 
for the contest shall be permitted to weigh-in. 
 
R859-1-510.  Announcer.  
 (1)  At the beginning of a contest, the announcer shall 
announce that the contest is under the auspices of the Commission. 
 (2)  The announcer shall announce the names of the  referee, 
judges, and timekeeper when the competitions are ab out to begin, 
and shall also announce the changes made in officia ls as the 
contest progresses. 
 (3)  The announcer shall announce the names of all  
contestants, their weight, professional record, the ir city and 
state of residence, and country of origin if not a citizen. 
 
R859-1-511.  Timekeepers.  
 (1)  A timekeeper shall indicate the beginning and  end of 
each round by the gong. 
 (2)  A timekeeper shall possess a whistle and a st opwatch. 
 (3)  Ten seconds before the beginning of each roun d, the 
timekeeper shall warn the contestants of the time b y blowing a 
whistle. 
 (4)  If a contest terminates before the scheduled limit of 
rounds, the timekeeper shall inform the announcer o f the exact 
duration of the contest. 
 (5)  The timekeeper shall keep track of and record  the exact 
amount of time that any contestant remains on the c anvas. 
 
R859-1-512.  Stopping a Contest.  
 In accordance with Subsections 63C-11-316(2) and 6 3C-11-
302(14)(b), authority for stopping a contest is def ined, clarified 



or established as follows. 
 (1)  The referee may stop a contest to ensure the integrity 
of a contest or to protect the health, safety, or w elfare of a 
contestant or the public for any one or more of the  following 
reasons: 
 (a)  injuries, cuts, or other physical or mental c onditions 
that would endanger the health, safety, or welfare of a contestant 
if the contestant were to continue with the competi tion. 
 (b)  one-sided nature of the contest; 
 (c)  refusal or inability of a contestant to reaso nably 
compete; and 
 (d)  refusal or inability of a contestant to compl y with the 
rules of the contest. 
 (2)  If a referee stops a contest, the referee sha ll 
disqualify the contestant, where appropriate, and r ecommend to the 
designated Commission member that the purse of that  professional 
contestant be withheld pending an impoundment decis ion in 
accordance with Section 63C-11-321. 
 (3)  The designated Commission member may stop a c ontest at 
any stage in the contest when there is a significan t question with 
respect to the contest, the contestant, or any othe r licensee 
associated with the contest, and determine whether the purse 
should be withheld pursuant to Section 63C-11-321. 
 
R859-1-601.  Boxing - Contest Weights and Classes.  
 (1)  Boxing weights and classes are established as  follows: 
 (a)  Strawweight:  up to 105 lbs. (47.627 kgs.) 
 (b)  Light-Flyweight: over 105 to 108 lbs. (47.627  to 48.988 
kgs.) 
 (c)  Flyweight: over 108 to 112 lbs. (48.988 to 50 .802 kgs.) 
 (d)  Super Flyweight: over 112 to 115 lbs. (50.802  to 52.163 
kgs.) 
 (e)  Bantamweight: over 115 to 118 lbs. (52.163 to  53.524 
kgs.) 
 (f)  Super Bantamweight: over 118 to 122 lbs. (53. 524 to 
55.338 kgs.) 
 (g)  Featherweight: over 122 to 126 lbs. (55.338 t o 57.153 
kgs.) 
 (h)  Super Featherweight: over 126 to 130 lbs. (57 .153 to 
58.967 kgs.) 
 (i)  Lightweight: over 130 to 135 lbs. (58.967 to 61.235 
kgs.) 
 (j)  Super Lightweight: over 135 to 140 lbs. (61.2 35 to 
63.503 kgs.) 
 (k)  Welterweight: over 140 to 147 lbs. (63.503 to  66.678 
kgs.) 
 (l)  Super Welterweight: over 147 to 154 lbs. (66. 678 to 
69.853 kgs.) 
 (m)  Middleweight: over 154 to 160 lbs. (69.853 to  72.574 
kgs.) 
 (n)  Super Middleweight: over 160 to 168 lbs. (72. 574 to 
76.204 kgs.) 
 (o)  Light-heavyweight: over 168 to 175 lbs. (76.2 04 to 



79.378 kgs.) 
 (p)  Cruiserweight: over 175 to 200 lbs. (79.378 t o 90.80 
kgs.) 
 (q)  Heavyweight: all over 200 lbs. (90.80 kgs.) 
 (2)  A contestant shall not fight another contesta nt who is 
outside of the contestant's weight classification u nless prior 
approval is given by the Commission. 
 (3)  A contestant who has contracted to box in a g iven weight 
class shall not be permitted to compete if he or sh e exceeds that 
weight class at the weigh-in, unless the contract p rovides for the 
opposing contestant to agree to the weight differen tial.  If the 
weigh-in is held the day before the contest and if the opposing 
contestant does not agree or the contract does not provide for a 
weight exception, the contestant may have two hours  to attempt to 
lose not more than three pounds in order to be rewe ighed. 
 (4)  The Commission shall not allow a contest in w hich the 
contestants are not fairly matched.  In determining  if contestants 
are fairly matched, the Commission shall consider a ll of the 
following factors with respect to the contestant: 
 (a)  the win-loss record of the contestants; 
 (b)  the weight differential; 
 (c)  the caliber of opponents; 
 (d)  each contestant's number of fights; and 
 (e)  previous suspensions or disciplinary actions.  
 
R859-1-602.  Boxing - Number of Rounds in a Bout.  
 (1)  A contest bout shall consist of not less than  four and 
not more than twelve scheduled rounds.  Three minut es of boxing 
shall constitute a round for men's boxing, and two minutes shall 
constitute a round for women's boxing.  There shall  be a rest 
period of one minute between the rounds. 
 (2)  A promoter shall contract with a sufficient n umber of 
contestants to provide a program consisting of at l east 30 and not 
more than 56 scheduled rounds of boxing, unless oth erwise approved 
by the Commission. 
 
R859-1-603.  Boxing - Ring Dimensions and Construct ion.  
 (1)  The ring shall be square, and the sides shall  not be 
less than 16 feet nor more than 22 feet.  The ring floor shall 
extend not less than 18 inches beyond the ropes.  T he ring floor 
shall be padded with a base not less than 5/8 of an  inch of 
ensolite or another similar closed-cell foam.  The padding shall 
extend beyond the ring ropes and over the edge of t he platform, 
and shall be covered with canvas, duck, or a simila r material that 
is tightly stretched and laced securely in place. 
 (2)  The ring floor platform shall not be more tha n four feet 
above the floor of the building, and shall have two  sets of 
suitable stairs for the use of contestants, with an  extra set of 
suitable stairs to be used for any other activities  that may occur 
between rounds.  Ring posts shall be made of metal and shall be 
not less than three nor more than four inches in di ameter, 
extending a minimum of 58 inches above the ring flo or.  Ring posts 
shall be at least 18 inches away from the ropes. 



 (3)  The ring shall not have less than four ring r opes which 
can be tightened and which are not less than one in ch in diameter. 
 The ring ropes shall be wrapped in a soft material .  The 
turnbuckles shall be covered with a protective padd ing.  The ring 
ropes shall have two spacer ties on each side of th e ring to 
secure the ring ropes.  The lower ring rope shall b e 18 inches 
above the ring floor.  The ring shall have corner p ads in each 
corner. 
 
R859-1-604.  Boxing - Gloves.  
 (1)  A boxing contestant's gloves shall be examine d before a 
contest by the referee and the designated Commissio n member.  If 
gloves are found to be broken or unclean or if the padding is 
found to be misplaced or lumpy, they shall be chang ed before the 
contest begins. 
 (2)  A promoter shall be required to have on hand an extra 
set of gloves that are to be used if a contestant's  gloves are 
broken or damaged during the course of a contest. 
 (3)  Gloves for a main event may be put on in the ring after 
the referee has inspected the bandaged hands of bot h contestants. 
 (4)  During a contest, male contestants shall wear  gloves 
weighing not less than eight ounces each if the con testant weighs 
154 1bs. (69.853 kgs.) or less.  Contestants who we igh more than 
154 1bs. (69.853 kgs.) shall wear gloves weighing t en ounces each. 
 Female contestants' gloves shall be ten-ounce glov es.  The 
designated Commission member shall have complete di scretion to 
approve or deny the model and style of the gloves b efore the 
contest. 
 (5)  The laces shall be tied on the outside of the  back of 
the wrist of the gloves and shall be secured.  The tips of the 
laces shall be removed. 
 
R859-1-605.  Boxing - Bandage Specification.  
 (1)  Except as agreed to by the managers of the co ntestants 
opposing each other in a contest, a contestant's ba ndage for each 
hand shall consist of soft gauze not more than 20 y ards long and 
not more than two inches wide.  The gauze shall be held in place 
by not more than eight feet of adhesive tape not mo re than one and 
one-half inches wide.  The adhesive tape must be wh ite or a light 
color. 
 (2)  Bandages shall be adjusted in the dressing ro om under 
the supervision of the designated Commission member . 
 (3)  The use of water or any other substance other  than 
medical tape on the bandages is prohibited. 
 (4)  The bandages and adhesive tape may not extend  to the 
knuckles, and must remain at least three-fourths of  an inch away 
from the knuckles when the hand is clenched to make  a fist. 
 
R859-1-606.  Boxing - Mouthpieces.  
 A round shall not begin until the contestant's for m-fitted 
protective mouthpiece is in place.  If, during a ro und, the 
mouthpiece falls out of the contestant's mouth, the  referee shall, 
as soon as practicable, stop the bout and escort th e contestant to 



his corner.  The mouthpiece shall be rinsed out and  replaced in 
the contestant's mouth and the contest shall contin ue.  If the 
referee determines that the contestant intentionall y spit the 
mouthpiece out, the referee may direct the judges t o deduct points 
from the contestant's score for the round. 
 
R859-1-607.  Boxing - Contest Officials.  
 (1)  The officials for each boxing contest shall c onsist of 
not less than the following: 
 (a)  one referee; 
 (b)  three judges; 
 (c)  one timekeeper; and 
 (d)  one physician licensed in good standing in Ut ah. 
 (2)  A licensed referee, judge, or timekeeper shal l not 
officiate at a contest that is not conducted under the authority 
or supervision of the designated Commission member.  
 (3)  A referee or judge shall not participate or a ccept an 
assignment to officiate when that assignment may te nd to impair 
the referee's or judge's independence of judgment o r action in the 
performance of the referee's or judge's duties. 
 (4)  A judge shall be seated midway between the ri ng posts of 
the ring, but not on the same side as another judge , and shall 
have an unimpaired view of the ring. 
 (5)  A referee shall not be assigned to officiate more than 
32 scheduled rounds in one day, except when substit uting for 
another referee who is incapacitated. 
 (6)  A referee shall not wear jewelry that might c ause injury 
to the contestants.  Glasses, if worn, shall be pro tective 
athletic glasses or goggles with plastic lenses and  a secure 
elastic band around the back of the head. 
 (7)  Referees, seconds working in the corners, the  designated 
Commission member, and physicians may wear rubber g loves in the 
performance of their duties. 
 (8)  No official shall be under the influence of a lcohol or 
controlled substances while performing the official 's duties. 
 
R859-1-608.  Boxing - Contact During Contests.  
 (1)  Beginning one minute before the first round b egins, only 
the referee, boxing contestants, and the chief seco nd may be in 
the ring.  The referee shall clear the ring of all other 
individuals. 
 (2)  Once a contest has begun, only the referee, c ontestants, 
seconds, judges, Commission representatives, physic ian, the 
announcer and the announcer's assistants shall be a llowed in the 
ring. 
 (3)  At any time before, during or after a contest , the 
referee may order that the ring and technical area be cleared of 
any individual not authorized to be present in thos e areas. 
 (4)  The referee, on his own initiative, or at the  request of 
the designated Commission member, may stop a bout a t any time if 
individuals refuse to clear the ring and technical area, dispute a 
decision by an official, or seek to encourage spect ators to object 
to a decision either verbally, physically, or by en gaging in 



disruptive conduct.  If the individual involved in disruptive 
conduct or encouraging disruptive conduct is the ma nager or second 
of a contestant, the referee may disqualify the con testant or 
order the deduction of points from that contestant' s score.  If 
the conduct occurred after the decision was announc ed, the 
Commission may change the decision, declare no cont est, or pursue 
disciplinary action against any licensed individual  involved in 
the disruptive conduct. 
 
R859-1-609.  Boxing - Referees.  
 (1)  The chief official of a boxing contest shall be the 
referee.  The referee shall decide all questions ar ising in the 
ring during a contest that are not specifically add ressed in this 
Rule. 
 (2)  The referee shall, before each contest begins , determine 
the name and location of the physician assigned to officiate at 
the contest and each contestant's chief second. 
 (3)  At the beginning of each contest, the referee  shall 
summon the contestants and their chief seconds toge ther for final 
instructions.  After receiving the instructions, th e contestants 
shall shake hands and retire to their respective co rners. 
 (4)  Where difficulties arise concerning language,  the 
referee shall make sure that the contestant underst ands the final 
instructions through an interpreter and shall use s uitable 
gestures and signs during the contest. 
 (5)  No individual other than the contestants, the  referee, 
and the physician when summoned by the referee, may  enter the ring 
or the apron of the ring during the progress of a r ound. 
 (6)  If a contestant's manager or second steps int o the ring 
or onto the apron of the ring during a round, the f ight shall be 
halted and the referee may eject the manager or sec ond from the 
ringside working area.  If the manager or second st eps into the 
ring or onto the apron a second time during the con test, the fight 
may be stopped and the decision may be awarded to t he contestant's 
opponent due to disqualification. 
 (7)  A referee shall inspect a contestant's body t o determine 
whether a foreign substance has been applied. 
 
R859-1-610.  Boxing - Stalling or Faking.  
 (1)  A referee shall warn a contestant if the refe ree 
believes the contestant is stalling or faking.  If after proper 
warning, the referee determines the contestant is c ontinuing to 
stall or pull his punches, the referee shall stop t he bout at the 
end of the round. 
 (2)  A referee may consult the judges as to whethe r or not 
the contestant is stalling or faking and shall abid e by a majority 
decision of the judges. 
 (3)  If the referee determines that either or both  
contestants are stalling or faking, or if a contest ant refuses to 
fight, the referee shall terminate the contest and announce a no 
contest. 
 (4)  A contestant who, in the opinion of the refer ee, 
intentionally falls down without being struck shall  be immediately 



examined by a physician.  After conferring with the  physician, the 
referee may disqualify the contestant. 
 
R859-1-611.  Boxing - Injuries and Cuts.  
 (1)  When an injury or cut is produced by a fair b low and 
because of the severity of the blow the contest can not continue, 
the injured boxing contestant shall be declared the  loser by 
technical knockout. 
 (2)  If a contestant intentionally fouls his oppon ent and an 
injury or cut is produced, and due to the severity of the injury 
the contestant cannot continue, the contestant who commits the 
foul shall be declared the loser by disqualificatio n. 
 (3)  If a contestant receives an intentional butt or foul and 
the contest can continue, the referee shall penaliz e the 
contestant who commits the foul by deducting two po ints.  The 
referee shall notify the judges that the injury or cut has been 
produced by an intentional unfair blow so that if i n the 
subsequent rounds the same injury or cut becomes so  severe that 
the contest has to be suspended, the decision will be awarded as 
follows: 
 (a)  a technical draw if the injured contestant is  behind on 
points or even on a majority of scorecards; and 
 (b)  a technical decision to the injured contestan t if the 
injured contestant is ahead on points on a majority  of the 
scorecards. 
 (4)  If a contestant injures himself trying to fou l his 
opponent, the referee shall not take any action in his favor, and 
the injury shall be considered as produced by a fai r blow from his 
opponent. 
 (5)  If a contestant is fouled accidentally during  a contest 
and can continue, the referee shall stop the action  to inform the 
judges and acknowledge the accidental foul.  If in subsequent 
rounds, as a result of legal blows, the accidental foul injury 
worsens and the contestant cannot continue, the ref eree shall stop 
the contest and declare a technical decision with t he winner being 
the contestant who is ahead on points on a majority  of the 
scorecards.  The judges shall score partial rounds.   If a 
contestant is accidentally fouled in a contest and due to the 
severity of the injury the contestant cannot contin ue, the referee 
shall rule as follows: 
 (a)  if the injury occurs before the completion of  four 
rounds, declare the contest a technical draw; or 
 (b)  if the injury occurs after the completion of four 
rounds, declare that the winner is the contestant w ho has a lead 
in points on a majority of the scorecards before th e round of 
injury.  The judges shall score partial rounds. 
 (6)  If in the opinion of the referee, a contestan t has 
suffered a dangerous cut or injury, or other physic al or mental 
condition, the referee may stop the bout temporaril y to summon the 
physician.  If the physician recommends that the co ntest should 
not continue, the referee shall order the contest t o be 
terminated. 
 (7)  A fight shall not be terminated because of a low blow.  



The referee may give a contestant not more than fiv e minutes if 
the referee believes a foul has been committed.  Ea ch contestant 
shall be instructed to return to his or her respect ive corner by 
the referee.  The contestants may sit in their resp ective corners 
with their mouthpiece removed.  After removing thei r contestant's 
mouthpiece, the seconds must return to their seats.   The seconds 
may not coach, administer water, or in any other wa y attend to 
their contestant, except to replace the mouthpiece when the round 
is ready to resume. 
 (8)  If a contestant is knocked down or given a st anding 
mandatory count of eight or a combination of either  occurs three 
times in one round, the contest shall be stopped an d a technical 
knockout shall be awarded to the opponent.  The phy sician shall 
immediately enter the ring and examine the losing c ontestant. 
 (9)  A physician shall immediately examine and adm inister aid 
to a contestant who is knocked out or injured. 
 (10)  When a contestant is knocked out or rendered  
incapacitated, the referee or second shall not hand le the 
contestant, except for the removal of a mouthpiece,  unless 
directed by the physician to do so. 
 (11)  A contestant shall not refuse to be examined  by a 
physician. 
 (12)  A contestant who has been knocked out shall not leave 
the site of the contest until one hour has elapsed from the time 
of the examination or until released by the physici an. 
 (13)  A physician shall file a written report with  the 
Commission on each contestant who has been knocked out or injured. 
 
R859-1-612.  Boxing - Knockouts.  
 (1)  A boxing contestant who is knocked down shall  take a 
minimum mandatory count of eight. 
 (2)  If a boxing contestant is dazed by a blow and , in the 
referee's opinion, is unable to defend himself, the  referee shall 
give a standing mandatory count of eight or stop th e contest.  If 
on the count of eight the boxing contestant, in the  referee's 
opinion, is unable to continue, the referee may cou nt him out on 
his feet or stop the contest on the count of eight.  
 (3)  In the event of a knockdown, the timekeeper s hall 
immediately start the count loud enough to be heard  by the 
referee, who, after waving the opponent to the fart hest neutral 
corner, shall pick up the count from the timekeeper  and proceed 
from there.  The referee shall stop the count if th e opponent 
fails to remain in the corner.  The count shall be resumed when 
the opponent has returned to the corner. 
 (4)  The timekeeper shall signal the count to the referee. 
 (5)  If the boxing contestant taking the count is still down 
when the referee calls the count of ten, the refere e shall wave 
both arms to indicate that the boxing contestant ha s been knocked 
out.  The referee shall summon the physician and sh all then raise 
the opponent's hand as the winner.  The referee's c ount is the 
official count. 
 (6)  If at the end of a round a boxing contestant is down and 
the referee is in the process of counting, the gong  indicating the 



end of the round shall not be sounded.  The gong sh all only be 
sounded when the referee gives the command to box i ndicating the 
continuation of the bout. 
 (7)  In the final round, the timekeeper's gong sha ll 
terminate the fight. 
 (8)  A technical knockout decision shall be awarde d to the 
opponent if a boxing contestant is unable or refuse s to continue 
when the gong sounds to begin the next round.  The decision shall 
be awarded in the round started by the gong. 
 (9)  The referee and timekeeper shall resume their  count at 
the point it was suspended if a boxing contestant a rises before 
the count of ten is reached and falls down again im mediately 
without being struck. 
 (10)  If both boxing contestants go down at the sa me time, 
counting will be continued as long as one of them i s still down or 
until the referee or the ringside physician determi nes that one or 
both of the boxing contestants needs immediate medi cal attention. 
 If both boxing contestants remain down until the c ount of ten, 
the bout will be stopped and the decision will be s cored as a 
double knockout. 
 
R859-1-613.  Boxing - Procedure After Knockout or C ontestant 
Sustaining Damaging Head Blows.  
 (1)  A boxing contestant who has lost by a technic al knockout 
shall not fight again for a period of 30 calendar d ays or until 
the contestant has submitted to a medical examinati on.  The 
Commission may require such physical exams as neces sary. 
 (2)  A ringside physician shall examine a boxing c ontestant 
who has been knocked out in a contest or a contesta nt whose fight 
has been stopped by the referee because the contest ant received 
hard blows to the head that made him defenseless or  incapable of 
continuing immediately after the knockout or stoppa ge.  The 
ringside physician may order post-fight neurologica l examinations, 
which may include computerized axial tomography (CA T) scans or 
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) to be performed on  the contestant 
immediately after the contestant leaves the locatio n of the 
contest.  Post-fight neurological examination resul ts shall be 
forwarded to the Commission by the ringside physici an as soon as 
possible. 
 (3)  A report that records the amount of punishmen t a fighter 
absorbed shall be submitted to the Commission by th e ringside 
physician within 24 hours of the end of the fight. 
 (4)  A ringside physician may require any boxing c ontestant 
who has sustained a severe injury or knockout in a bout to be 
thoroughly examined by a physician within 24 hours of the bout.  
The physician shall submit his findings to the Comm ission.  Upon 
the physician's recommendation, the Commission may prohibit the 
contestant from boxing until the contestant is full y recovered and 
may extend any such suspension imposed. 
 (5)  All medical reports that are submitted to the  Commission 
relative to a physical examination or the condition  of a boxing 
contestant shall be confidential and shall be open for examination 
only by the Commission and the licensed contestant upon the 



contestant's request to examine the records or upon  the order of a 
court of competent jurisdiction. 
 (6)  A boxing contestant who has been knocked out or who 
received excessive hard blows to the head that made  him 
defenseless or incapable of continuing shall not be  permitted to 
take part in competitive or noncompetitive boxing f or a period of 
not less than 60 days.  Noncompetitive boxing shall  include any 
contact training in the gymnasium.  It shall be the  responsibility 
of the boxing contestant's manager and seconds to a ssure that the 
contestant complies with the provisions of this Rul e.  Violation 
of this Rule could result in the indefinite suspens ion of the 
contestant and the contestant's manager or second. 
 (7)  A contestant may not resume boxing after any period of 
rest prescribed in Subsections R859-1-613(1) and (6 ), unless 
following a neurological examination, a physician c ertifies the 
contestant as fit to take part in competitive boxin g.  A boxing 
contestant who fails to secure an examination prior  to resuming 
boxing shall be automatically suspended until the r esults of the 
examination have been received by the Commission an d the 
contestant is certified by a physician as fit to co mpete. 
 (8)  A boxing contestant who has lost six consecut ive fights 
shall be prohibited from boxing again until the Com mission has 
reviewed the results of the six fights or the conte stant has 
submitted to a medical examination by a physician. 
 (9)  A boxing contestant who has suffered a detach ed retina 
shall be automatically suspended and shall not be r einstated until 
the contestant has submitted to a medical examinati on by an 
ophthalmologist and the Commission has reviewed the  results of the 
examination. 
 (10)  A boxing contestant who is prohibited from b oxing in 
other states or jurisdictions due to medical reason s shall be 
prohibited from boxing in accordance with this Rule .  The 
Commission shall consider the boxing contestant's e ntire 
professional record regardless of the state or coun try in which 
the contestant's fights occurred. 
 (11)  A boxing contestant or the contestant's mana ger shall 
report any change in the contestant's medical condi tion which may 
affect the contestant's ability to fight safely.  T he Commission 
may, at any time, require current medical informati on on any 
contestant. 
 
R859-1-614.  Boxing - Waiting Periods.  
 (1)  The number of days that shall elapse before a  boxing 
contestant who has competed anywhere in a bout may participate in 
another bout shall be as follows: 
 
 TABLE 
 
     Length of Bout               Required Interval  
 (In scheduled Rounds)               (In Days) 
            4                            3 
            5-9                          5 
           10-12                         7 



  
R859-1-615.  Boxing - Fouls.  
 (1)  A referee may disqualify or penalize a boxing  contestant 
by deducting one or more points from a round for th e following 
fouls: 
 (a)  holding an opponent or deliberately maintaini ng a 
clinch; 
 (b)  hitting with the head, shoulder, elbow, wrist , inside or 
butt of the hand, or the knee. 
 (c)  hitting or gouging with an open glove; 
 (d)  wrestling, spinning or roughing at the ropes;  
 (e)  causing an opponent to fall through the ropes  by means 
other than a legal blow; 
 (f)  gripping at the ropes when avoiding or throwi ng punches; 
 (g)  intentionally striking at a part of the body that is 
over the kidneys; 
 (h)  using a rabbit punch or hitting an opponent a t the base 
of the opponent's skull; 
 (i)  hitting on the break or after the gong has so unded; 
 (j)  hitting an opponent who is down or rising aft er being 
down; 
 (k)  hitting below the belt line; 
 (l)  holding an opponent with one hand and hitting  with the 
other; 
 (m)  purposely going down without being hit or to avoid a 
blow; 
 (n)  using abusive language in the ring; 
 (o)  un-sportsmanlike conduct on the part of the b oxing 
contestant or a second whether before, during, or a fter a round; 
 (p)  intentionally spitting out a mouthpiece; 
 (q)  any backhand blow; or 
 (r)  biting. 
 
R859-1-616.  Boxing - Penalties for Fouling.  
 (1)  A referee who penalizes a boxing contestant p ursuant to 
this Rule shall notify the judges at the time of th e infraction to 
deduct one or more points from their scorecards. 
 (2)  A boxing contestant committing a deliberate f oul, in 
addition to the deduction of one or more points, ma y be subject to 
disciplinary action by the Commission. 
 (3)  A judge shall not deduct points unless instru cted to do 
so by the referee. 
 (4)  The designated Commission member shall file a  complaint 
with the Commission against a boxing contestant dis qualified on a 
foul.  The Commission shall withhold the purse unti l the complaint 
is resolved. 
 
R859-1-617.  Boxing - Contestant Outside the Ring R opes.  
 (1)  A boxing contestant who has been knocked, wre stled, 
pushed, or has fallen through the ropes during a co ntest shall not 
be helped back into the ring, nor shall the contest ant be hindered 
in any way by anyone when trying to reenter the rin g. 
 (2)  When one boxing contestant has fallen through  the ropes, 



the other contestant shall retire to the farthest n eutral corner 
and stay there until ordered to continue the contes t by the 
referee. 
 (3)  The referee shall determine if the boxing con testant has 
fallen through the ropes as a result of a legal blo w or otherwise. 
 If the referee determines that the boxing contesta nt fell through 
the ropes as a result of a legal blow, he shall war n the 
contestant that the contestant must immediately ret urn to the 
ring.  If the contestant fails to immediately retur n to the ring 
following the warning by the referee, the referee s hall begin the 
count that shall be loud enough to be heard by the contestant. 
 (4)  If the boxing contestant enters the ring befo re the 
count of ten, the contest shall be resumed. 
 (5)  If the boxing contestant fails to enter the r ing before 
the count of ten, the contestant shall be considere d knocked out. 
 (6)  When a contestant has accidentally slipped or  fallen 
through the ropes, the contestant shall have 20 sec onds to return 
to the ring. 
 
R859-1-618.  Boxing - Scoring.  
 (1)  Officials who score a boxing contest shall us e the 10-
point must system. 
 (2)  For the purpose of this Rule, the "10-point m ust system" 
means the winner of each round received ten points as determined 
by clean hitting, effective aggressiveness, defense , and ring 
generalship.  The loser of the round shall receive less than ten 
points.  If the round is even, each boxing contesta nt shall 
receive not less than ten points.  No fraction of p oints may be 
given. 
 (3)  Officials who score the contest shall mark th eir cards 
in ink or in indelible pencil at the end of each ro und. 
 (4)  Officials who score the contest shall sign th eir 
scorecards. 
 (5)  When a contest is scored on the individual sc ore sheets 
for each round, the referee shall, at the end of ea ch round, 
collect the score sheet for the round from each jud ge and shall 
give the score sheets to the designated Commission member for 
computation. 
 (6)  Referees and judges shall be discreet at all times and 
shall not discuss their decisions with anyone durin g a contest. 
 (7)  A decision that is rendered at the terminatio n of a 
boxing contest shall not be changed without a heari ng, unless it 
is determined that the computation of the scorecard s of the 
referee and judges shows a clerical or mathematical  error giving 
the decision to the wrong contestant.  If such an e rror is found, 
the Commission may change the decision. 
 (8)  After a contest, the scorecards collected by the 
designated Commission member shall be maintained by  the 
Commission. 
 (9)  If a referee becomes incapacitated, a time-ou t shall be 
called and the other referee who is assigned to the  contest shall 
assume the duties of the referee. 
 (10)  If a judge becomes incapacitated and is unab le to 



complete the scoring of a contest, a time-out shall  be called and 
an alternate licensed judge shall immediately be as signed to score 
the contest from the point at which he assumed the duties of a 
judge.  If the incapacity of a judge is not noticed  during a 
round, the referee shall score that round and the s ubstitute judge 
shall score all subsequent rounds. 
 
R859-1-619.  Boxing - Seconds.  
 (1)  A boxing contestant shall not have more than four 
seconds, one of whom shall be designated as the chi ef second.  The 
chief second shall be responsible for the conduct i n the corner 
during the course of a contest.  During the rest pe riod, one 
second shall be allowed inside the ring, two second s shall be 
allowed on the apron and one second shall be allowe d on the floor. 
 (2)  All seconds shall remain seated during the ro und. 
 (3)  A second shall not spray or throw water on a boxing 
contestant during a round. 
 (4)  A boxing contestant's corner shall not heckle  or in any 
manner annoy the contestant's opponent or the refer ee, or throw 
any object into the ring. 
 (5)  A second shall not enter the ring until the t imekeeper 
has indicated the end of a round. 
 (6)  A second shall leave the ring at the timekeep er's 
whistle and shall clear the ring platform of all ob structions at 
the sound of the gong indicating the beginning of a  round.  
Articles shall not be placed on the ring floor unti l the round has 
ended or the contest has terminated. 
 (7)  A referee may eject a second from a ring corn er for 
violations of the provisions of Subsections R859-1- 609(6) and 
R859-1-608(4) of this Rule (stepping into the ring and disruptive 
behavior) and may have the judges deduct points fro m a 
contestant's corner. 
 (8)  A second may indicate to the referee that the  second's 
boxing contestant cannot continue and that the cont est should be 
stopped.  Only verbal notification or hand signals may be used; 
the throwing of a towel into the ring does not indi cate the defeat 
of the second's boxing contestant. 
 (9)  A second shall not administer alcoholic bever ages, 
narcotics, or stimulants to a contestant, pour exce ssive water on 
the body of a contestant, or place ice in the trunk s or protective 
cup of a contestant during the progress of a contes t. 
 
R859-1-620.  Boxing - Managers.  
 A manager shall not sign a contract for the appear ance of a 
boxing contestant if the manager does not have the boxing 
contestant under contract. 
 
R859-1-621.  Boxing.  Identification - Photo Identi fication Cards.  
 (1)  Each boxing contestant shall provide two piec es of 
identification to the designated Commission member before 
participation in a fight.  One of the pieces of ide ntification 
shall be a recent photo identification card issued or accepted by 
the Commission at the time the boxing contestant re ceives his 



original license. 
 (2)  The photo identification card shall contain t he 
following information: 
 (a)  the contestant's name and address; 
 (b)  the contestant's social security number; 
 (c)  the personal identification number assigned t o the 
contestant by a boxing registry; 
 (d)  a photograph of the boxing contestant; and 
 (e)  the contestant's height and weight. 
 (3)  The Commission shall honor similar photo iden tification 
cards from other jurisdictions. 
 (4)  Unless otherwise approved by the Commission, a boxing 
contestant will not be allowed to compete if his or  her photo 
identification card is incomplete or if the boxing contestant 
fails to present the photo identification card to t he designated 
Commission member prior to the bout. 
 
R859-1-622.  Boxing - Dress for Contestants.  
 (1)  Boxing contestants shall be required to wear the 
following: 
 (a)  trunks that are belted at the contestant's wa istline.  
For the purposes of this Subsection, the waistline shall be 
defined as an imaginary horizontal line drawn throu gh the navel to 
the top of the hips.  Trunks shall not have any buc kles or other 
ornaments on them that might injure a boxing contes tant or 
referee; 
 (b)  a foul-proof protector for male boxing contes tants and a 
pelvic area protector and breast protector for fema le boxing 
contestants; 
 (c)  shoes that are made of soft material without spikes, 
cleats, or heels; 
 (d)  a fitted mouthpiece; and 
 (e)  gloves meeting the requirements specified in Section 
R859-1-604. 
 (2)  In addition to the clothing required pursuant  to 
Subsections R859-1-622(1)(a) through (e), a female boxing 
contestant shall wear a body shirt or blouse withou t buttons, 
buckles, or ornaments. 
 (3)  A boxing contestant's hair shall be cut or se cured so as 
not to interfere with the contestant's vision. 
 (4)  A boxing contestant shall not wear corrective  lenses 
other than soft contact lenses into the ring.  A bo ut shall not be 
interrupted for the purposes of replacing or search ing for a soft 
contact lens. 
 
R859-1-623.  Boxing - Failure to Compete.  
 A boxing contestant's manager shall immediately no tify the 
Commission if the contestant is unable to compete i n a contest due 
to illness or injury.  A physician may be selected as approved by 
the Commission to examine the contestant. 
 
R859-1-701.  Elimination Tournaments.  
 (1)  In general.  The provisions of Title 63C, Cha pter 11, 



and Rule R859-1 apply to elimination tournaments, i ncluding 
provisions pertaining to licenses, fees, stopping c ontests, 
impounding purses, testing requirements for contest ants, and 
adjudicative proceedings.  For purposes of identifi cation, an 
elimination tournament contestant shall provide any  form of 
identification that contains a photograph of the co ntestant, such 
as a state driver's license, passport, or student i dentification 
card. 
 (2)  Official rules of the sport.  Upon requesting  the 
Commission's approval of an elimination tournament in this State, 
the sponsoring organization or promoter of an elimi nation 
tournament may submit the official rules for the pa rticular sport 
to the Commission and request the Commission to app ly the official 
rules in the contest. 
 (3)  The Commission shall not approve the official  rules of 
the particular sport and shall not allow the contes t to be held if 
the official rules are inconsistent, in any way, wi th the purpose 
of the Pete Suazo Utah Athletic Commission Act, Tit le 63C, Chapter 
11, or with the Rule adopted by the Commission for the 
administration of that Act, Rule R859-1. 
 
R859-1-702.  Restrictions on Elimination Tournament s.  
 Elimination tournaments shall comply with the foll owing 
restrictions: 
 (1)  An elimination tournament must begin and end within a 
period of 48 hours. 
 (2)  All matches shall be scheduled for no more th an three 
rounds.  A round must be one minute in duration. 
 (3)  A contestant shall wear 16 oz. boxing gloves,  training 
headgear, a mouthpiece and a large abdominal groin protector 
during each match. 
 (4)  A contestant may participate in more than one  match, but 
a contestant shall not compete more than a total of  12 rounds. 
 (5)  The promoter of the elimination tournament sh all be 
required to supply at the time of the weigh-in of c ontestants, a 
physical examination on each contestant, conducted by a physician 
not more than 60 days prior to the elimination tour nament in a 
form provided by the Commission, certifying that th e contestant is 
free from any physical or mental condition that ind icates the 
contestant should not engage in activity as a conte stant. 
 (6)  The promoter of the elimination tournament sh all be 
required to supply at the time of the weigh-in of t he contestants 
HIV test results for each contestant pursuant to Su bsection R859-
1-507 of this Rule and Subsection 63C-11-317(1). 
 (7)  The Commission may impose additional restrict ions in 
advance of an elimination tournament. 
 
R859-1-801.  Martial Arts Contests and Exhibitions.  
 (1)  In general.  All full-contact martial arts ar e forms of 
unarmed combat.  Therefore, the provisions of Title  63C, Chapter 
11, and Rule R859-1 apply to contests or exhibition s of such 
martial arts, including provisions pertaining to li censes, fees, 
stopping contests, impounding purses, testing requi rements for 



contestants, and adjudicative proceedings.  For pur poses of 
identification, a contestant in a martial arts cont est or 
exhibition shall provide any form of identification  that contains 
a photograph of the contestant, such as a state dri ver's license, 
passport, or student identification card. 
 (2)  Official rules of the art.  Upon requesting t he 
Commission's approval of a contest or exhibition of  a martial art 
in this State, the sponsoring organization or promo ter may submit 
the official rules for the particular art to the Co mmission and 
request the Commission to apply the official rules in the contest 
or exhibition. 
 (3)  The Commission shall not approve the official  rules of 
the particular art and shall not allow the contest or exhibition 
to be held if the official rules are inconsistent, in any way, 
with the purpose of the Pete Suazo Utah Athletic Co mmission Act, 
Title 63C, Chapter 11, or with the Rule adopted by the Commission 
for the administration of that Act, Rule R859-1. 
 
R859-1-901.  Authority - Purpose.  
 These rules are adopted to enable the Commission t o implement 
the provisions of Section 63C-11-311 to facilitate the 
distribution of General Fund monies to Organization s Which Promote 
Amateur Boxing in the State. 
 
R859-1-902.  Definitions.  
 Pursuant to Section 63C-11-311, the Commission ado pts the 
following definitions: 
 (1)  For purposes of Subsection 63C-11-311, "amate ur boxing" 
means a live boxing contest conducted in accordance  with the 
standards and regulations of USA Boxing, Inc., and in which the 
contestants participate for a non-cash purse. 
 (2)  "Applicant" means an Organization Which Promo tes Amateur 
Boxing in the State as defined in this section. 
 (3)  "Grant" means the Commission's distribution o f monies as 
authorized under Section 63C-11-311(3). 
 (4)  "Organization Which Promotes Amateur Boxing i n the 
State" means an amateur boxing club located within the state, 
registered with USA Boxing Incorporated. 
 (5)  "State Fiscal Year" means the annual financia l reporting 
period of the State of Utah, beginning July 1 and e nding June 30. 
 
R859-1-903.  Qualifications for Applications for Gr ants for 
Amateur Boxing.  
 (1)  In accordance with Section 63C-11-311, each a pplicant 
for a grant shall: 
 (a)  submit an application in a form prescribed by  the 
Commission; 
 (b)  provide documentation that the applicant is a n 
"organization which promotes amateur boxing in the State"; 
 (c)  Upon request from the Commission, document th e 
following: 
 (i)  the financial need for the grant; 
 (ii)  how the funds requested will be used to prom ote amateur 



boxing; and 
 (iii)  receipts for expenditures for which the app licant 
requests reimbursement. 
 (2)  Reimbursable Expenditures - The applicant may  request 
reimbursement for the following types of eligible e xpenditures: 
 (a)  costs of travel, including meals, lodging and  
transportation associated with participation in an amateur boxing 
contest for coaches and contestants; 
 (b)  Maintenance costs; and 
 (c)  Equipment costs. 
 (3)  Eligible Expenditures - In order for an expen diture to 
be eligible for reimbursement, an applicant must: 
 (a)  submit documentation supporting such expendit ure to the 
Commission showing that the expense was incurred du ring the State 
Fiscal Year at issue; and 
 (b)  submit such documentation no later than June 30 of the 
current State Fiscal Year at issue. 
 (4)  the Commission will review applicants and mak e a 
determination as to which one(s) will best promote amateur boxing 
in the State of Utah. 
 
R859-1-904.  Criteria for Awarding Grants.  
 The Commission may consider any of the following c riteria in 
determining whether to award a grant: 
 (1)  whether any funds have been collected for pur poses of 
amateur boxing grants under Section 63C-11-311; 
 (2)  the applicant's past participation in amateur  boxing 
contests; 
 (3)  the scope of the applicant's current involvem ent in 
amateur boxing; 
 (4)  demonstrated need for the funding; or 
 (5)  the involvement of adolescents including rura l and 
minority groups in the applicant's amateur boxing p rogram. 
 
KEY:  licensing, boxing, contests  
Date of Enactment or Last Substantive Amendment:  N ovember 8, 2006  
Notice of Continuation:  May 10, 2007  
Authorizing, and Implemented or Interpreted Law:  6 3C-11-101 et 
seq.  
 
 


